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Paraphrase Exercise

Pass / Fail

Submit as often as necessary to earn credit.

Point Value: 30
 Paraphrasing gives the researcher / writer the opportunity to improve upon, summarize, simplify, or formalize another writer’s style while borrowing his or her ideas.
Paraphrasing presents two challenges: preserving meaning while changing wording when borrowing ideas from another writer.  

Paraphrasing is the heart of research writing. Although it is easier to quote borrowed ideas, unprocessed quotes do not help the reader to see how the borrowed material connects to the research-writer’s purpose. A heavy-reliance on quotations will leave the unsatisfactory impression that there is inadequate attention to the interpretation and integration of ideas and more effort with copying and pasting. 

Quotations should supplement the writing—not substitute for it.

When paraphrasing, you need to change as much of the original wording as possible, including all forms of a word.  Stagnation, for example, is not an acceptable paraphrase of   stagnating.  The words you can retain from the original include the topics or terms that serve as the subject, and numbers, figures, or statistics. Articles, such as a, an, the are also acceptable to retain.   All other words, however minor, should be changed because they can be changed and, more importantly, because they are the original production of another author. 
When paraphrasing, you need to find synonyms closest to the original meaning. For this task, a thesaurus will be useful.  Access one at thesaurus.com  or  compose a working word, and with your mouse select it, and right click it to get the short-cut menu. Scroll down and select Synonyms.  

Be careful in choosing: You need to select words that represent the original ideas as accurately as possible, in both meaning and intention. “Dreary locale,” for example, is not an accurate paraphrase of “gray area.”  A better paraphrase might be “ambiguous issue.”

Objective: 
In preparation for writing your research paper, you are asked to demonstrate your ability to borrow ideas from sample sources, changing the original language whenever possible, and crediting the sources as needed with in-text citations or references. Note: Since this is only an exercise, we will not be creating Work Cited or References entries as would be necessary in actual research.  Since this assignment is pass/fail, you may resubmit passages as often as necessary to earn the 30 point total. 

Instructions:  

Offered below are 4 different types of quotations that demonstrate a variety of writing styles and sources typical of what you may encounter in research: a scholarly article, a trade article, a business article, and a graph. After reading the passages, decide which words you should retain, and which should be changed. Be sure to include credit to the sources by referring to them in the text as is already done. 
Upon submission, if any of the four paraphrases are inaccurate, unclear, incomplete, inconcise, uncredited, or ungrammatical, I will ask you to revise, and you may resubmit as often as needed until the research paper due date.  I will only give credit for accurate, clear, complete, concise, credited, and grammatical paraphrases.  No partial credit will be awarded.
Note:
In paraphrasing, you should not change topic names or alter amounts of numbers. However, most other words, however minor, should be changed completely so as not to appropriate another writer’s work.

1. Paraphrase to adjust the level of technicality

In the passage below, adjust the level of technicality downward. Simplify the expression so that readers without medical training can understand all ideas. You may need to conduct basic research to understand medical terms.
According to Jacob Sox, “Pulmonary angiography, still the definitive test for diagnosing pulmonary embolism, is problematic to perform, and the sensitivity of noninvasive imaging tests is still too low to rule out disease when clinical suspicion is high.”  
2. Paraphrase to make concise

In the wordy passage below, summarize the essential idea into a single sentence:

Dan Wright observes, “Investigating the role of direct product experience in decision making is of critical importance to marketers because consumers rarely discount the trustworthiness of their own experiences.  Compared to advertising claims, trial experiences have a stronger effect on attitude formation.  Product trial is of particular importance to consumers for gaining information regarding experience attributes.  Experience attributes are those that can by verified only by personally using the product.  In some product categories, it seems reasonably to assume that trial-based experience attributes are the most important determinant when choosing a brand.” 

3. Paraphrase to clarify meaning and formalize expression
In the passage below, translate clichéd, vague, informal, and figurative diction into a clearer, more professional style while preserving the essential idea. Rephrase only the essential point into a single sentence paraphrase.
R. Koffee stated, “During the early days of the merger between the two companies, about a week into my new job, I remember a management meeting where I poured out all my thoughts on several issues, but the cool response tipped me off that I had just blown an unspoken corporate rule that may help the next guy: Play nice and, no matter what, don’t rock the boat.  Everyone in that room just froze like I had made some off off-color joke about the boss’s wife, and the body language got weird for a few uncomfortable minutes.” 

4. Paraphrase to interpret and explain data

Read the line graph below and write an accurate interpretation of key points in values and trends.

